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F of the Antient 


cHRISTLAIN-Q A KERS. 
bots - 


» If, 4a the North of f Enjland , 
there was i few Religious People, - 
” that could find no Satisfaction 
to their Imwortal Souls, amongft the . 
ſeveral Will-Morſpipers | having been” 
amongft them ] Met-often together; .. 
|to wait upon God, with, frequent. | 
| Prayers nnto-him, That th 16y might” 
|tain x0 —_ Holyneſs of: - / off 
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(2) 
Saints Injoyed, Recorded in the Holy 
Scriptures; Crying unto God as did 
Holy David, Pſalm. 42. 1. As the 
Hart panteth after the Water-Brooks, 


ſo panteth my Soul after thee, O Goa, # » 
leaſed. God to fatisfie 


And 1 | 
their ThifMng and Breathing Souls, 
by giving them more Grace, which 


was Purchaſed for us all,by the Suffer- 


ings and Death of his dear Son, 
our Saviour, Chriſt Jeſus,” which 
deſcoveged the way of Trath unto 


them, whereby they were enabled 
to walk 'in the delightful Path of 


Righteouſneſs to pleas God, and fo 
received power ( through the alone 


help of this Inward--and Spiritual 
Grace) to-overcome all the Tempta- 


tions of- the World, the Fleſh, and 


the Devil. -' Yea, the Lord diſcovered 
unto them ſo much of. hus Divine 
Power, and Love,in their Aſſemblies, 


that their Bodies was made to Trem- | 


ble, 


— 


"TS Sd ar cons Fs 


Efate and hamble Bodies ſhall be made 


C233 2 
ble, as Moſes, Habakkak, &c. at the 


power of Gods Preſence, which ſome 


Rade People Seeing, called them, in 


, Scorn, Quakers, 1/a. 66. 5. Jer. 33.9. 


2. About the Year 1653. God ſent 


| ome of them, to Declare to People, 


what God had done for their Souls, 


Declaring ſometimes in Market-places, 


ſometimes in Sfeeple-Houſes, and Meet- 
tings; and many Thouſands . were 
Converted to the Trath, as it 1s 1n 


Jeſus: That a worhky Man in the. 


South, who was Converted to the 
Truth, through the power of their 


Miniſtry, Write a little Book, which 
he. called The Principles of Trath, 


ſaith in p. 14. 15. &c. By this Gift of 
God in our Hearts, we further Believe, 


That Chriſt Jeſus Roſe again from the 


Dead, according to the Scriptures, and 


vits at Gods Right Hand i 4 Glorious 
Y; and we Believe, That our low 


A 3 lis 


(.43 


Like unto bis Glorious Boa, through the 
working of his Mighty Power, wheteby he 


i able to ſubdue all things uma himſelf, 
and that this Mortality ſhall pat on Ti. 


mortality. For though we Believe that 
Cliriſt Jeſus hath Lighted. every May 
with bis T4 Fhit,. where ' Man 78ay come 
to know Fm Loft and V. Jn, as by. 
fore &. ſazd,. yet therefore” # not ey 
Maz $, wich, though the Grace bYs; 
pears to all "Mew ix $, Mfficient. in 1 
but ſome. have the Grate wg Goa Do 


i 72 them 5 Fr vain, not thing to ret any 


A in their Knowledge, e though * ſoltite 
thing within, then [bvjps Hhem what 
CGooa,. but they 3 reject. the Councel of God 
within, Or" a aſt them on, Fo. theis 
own Deſtri uctron, Luke 7: 0. (ſee the 
Margin) and yet it hott, WT lan, that 
the Grace is Toftfficient of f itſelf, nd. more 


Tt 


thay 572 fellows, that Chriſt's Death 5 1n- : 


ſufficient, "becauſe he taſted Death fog” os 
very Man, and jet ever] Min 1+ wok 


Saved.” N either doth Reveneration, y 
1/14 
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te Believing \in Yb Tip of Chriſt 
within, ite _ ey fo 2d SU 
ferin Ss of Chriſ®-withour a> 
ps = <6 Believing” Phe OE 
Teftimony Withouts concert, 
Death, make word the WorP 
ton pa Whortifi wm ory _ on 
ras aith' in anot e fot 
foy in this, For 5 the inc Ak "Withe 
rat” the W, oma, ntither #' the Wontant 
without the Min 5 in the Lord: Even, ſ6 
# wt the Deith' and S; ufferinge of Ebrift 
without 'at- Jeruſalem, zo be made woid 
none * "effect by any thing within, 
wither doth the T:1ght wi; hin bs that 
none effect without, but both..in the 
1 exfwer his WW ill: "For though there 


6, 4nd may be, 4 Knowledge, aa 'Beltef, 
| f what C brif Did and Saffered without 


the Gates, in his own Body, «fon the T ree, 
aa yet Six alive in the Heart, and the 
Work of Regeneration not known, get i 
wt be ſo where the Light within i be- 
lieved on and obeyed; ſo as to have its per- 


A4 fect 


(6) 
fect Work, in-the Heart, to Regenerate, 
&y make all. 
6 thr. an can never make void what 
EH eqre are ſaffer ffered without, and 
3h: thy boy NewBirth, or. Chriſt formed 
thiz, ad. dmolling \ 7x. the Heart by 
FAN oth: \ot limit. cor confine Chrif 
£0 te eh, nuthig, and, ot without ulſo; 
but torb "within and without, accoraing. FO 
the Good Pleaſure of the Bather to Ree, 
veal and wake him Known. For he Fills 
all things, azd the Heaven of Heavens 
cannot: Contain him ; azd yet he is-at 
Gods. Right Hand, far. 4bove' of 
Heron, ind. Glorious Body. . Vs 


'H J b EN C ROO K, an Andoct 
Labourer in Chriſts Vineyard, 
yet onthis fide the Grave, tothe 
ſoy of many Souls. 


To 


things New, and to be of 
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To which Tadd, the Poets Verſes. 


| Ternal Love ought to be our Chief ame, 

Life, n our Saviors Death, we duly clame, 
In bis dear Aerits, all our hopes muſt be. 7 
Zone, of our Everlaſting Life, 1s he, þ 
A Bright Meridian of Eternity. 


But bow came this great Miſtery to paſs ?_ 


Eternal Wifdom the prime Author was. 
The thing 1s deep, and Mortal Minds are loſt, 
Heaven knows alone what this dear Bleſſmg coſt, 
Conſader then, and let us ſtill Adore 
Omnipotence, which our weak Nature bore. 
Compaſſiouing us, he lay'd a fade 
Known Glory, and diſpiſong ſhame, he Dy d 
Sor raign Ore Death, with Death he yet 
Complyd. = 


But to returd, They, for their faith- 
ful witneſſing to the Truth, Suffered 
many Stonings, Finings, and Im- 


priſonments 


ca 


OE Ie oe—s AS PAD. IR Pre Oe EINE 


CTYÞ: 


priſonments / from Cruel Men ) yet | 


God neyer.forſook them, ſothar they 
Sung Praiſes unto his Holy Name, 
whea in Dungeons, =. 


' 3. Their Meſſage, and Tahbour, 
was to turn Peoples Minds. to the 
Gift, or Talent, of Light or Gra in 
their own Souls ( the way to Life ) 
that it might be every ones Chis 
Teacher, and Leader, into all Trath, 


Neh. 9g. 20. John 1. 9.14, 2; 11; 


1 Cor. 12. 7. Rom. x. 19. Which 


cauſed the faid F.C. to Write, Wha 


Anwearied Pains Truth made many to 


take ; to run too and fro, to Tyform and 
Fore-warn their Relations and Acquait- 
Farce, — they ſhould neglect the Da j 
their Viſitation ; and they knowing thy 
Truth {bould be Gailty of- their Blood, 
becauſe they had not fore-warned them, is 
known to many Witneſſes. See Traths 


F 


Progprejo. 


4 They | 


SS Co. 

: CGOSHIDCS/ ic; a6 
4 They waited *upon” God, in 
Silence, (10. all their Meetings) their 
Minds fixed on Gods Grace ;” and out 


4: of Earthly Thoughts- And ' none * 


Spak until] Gods Spirit Moved any 
one tt Speak. Durſt not Pray or 


Preach” mpar! Y from Head KRypowledoe, 


For, fayeth the ſaid 7. C. How 


| iareful were thoſe that came to Witneſs 
the [Truth |] at the begining, to keep 


Low 4z4 Humble, that they might not 
t iravn from their Own Mealurs, 
laff their COWwn] Words ſhould become 


| their Burthen, and they be Condemned in 


themſelyes, for uttering that [ as in the © 
Name of God] which came not from the 
Pirit of the Living God. And fſaieth 


| R. Barckley, in Page 453 inhis Works, 


To Pray and Preach without the Spirit, is 
in offence to God; not profitable. 


be They Met from Houſe to Houſe, 


and ſometimes in Orchards, and did 


nor 


$9.) 
not limit themſelves to Licenſed 
Meeting-Houſes ; and were for Meet- 
ing ina great Town, rather than ina 
private Village, 


6. They did not like to Lye a 
Night in ſuch a place, where the 
People provided more variety of Food \ 
for them, than the Family uſed to do 
for themſelves being very Temperate. 
For Temperance ( ſaith the Wile ) Auz- 
ments things that are Pleaſant ; and 
ordinary Fare is made equal in Smeetnef 
to the greateſs Dainties. $25 


7. They did not concern them- 
ſelves in giving in their Names, or 
Voices, for the EleCting of Parliament 
Mex: Their Kingdom not being of 
this World. 4 


8. They were come to the Full. 
filling of that Scripture Propheſie, of 
Learning War no more, ſo could neither 


Fight 


= . 


| 


230 3 
Fight with Carnal Weapons, nor hire 
Men to Fight : Truſting only upon 
God to Deliver them out of the 


| Hands of all Enemies; Yea, Loved 


' their Enemies. 


9. They were always true to their 
Words and Promiſes unto all ; Yea, 
when in Priſon, for Truths ſake, the 
ſylors would ſometimes 'Truſt us 
with the Keys of the Priſon (though 
many Fellons there) having the fame 
Confidence in us, as Pharoah's Jaylor 
nad in Fofeph. For, ſaith the Wile, 
He that breaks his Promiſe, forfeits his 
Futh, (which was the Security) and ſo is 
hecorme as an Infidel, unto him to whons 


| be Promiſed. 


10. They, when caſt into Priſon 


fir good Conſcience fake, or their 


{Goods taken from them for their 


f |ſeltimony, greatly Rejoyced that 


bod had counted them worthy to. 
Suffer 


ftny ” "M 


Suffer for his Name, without repining . 
"againſt their Perſecutors, .nor durſt } 
they. ask their Goods-again, Lake 6, 

30. nor go to Law to gain them, or 
uſe Law Tricks to avoid their Suffer- + 
ing, truſting in God alone for their 
Deliverance, 2. Cor. 12. 9. | 
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11.” They bore a Conſcientious | 
Teſtimony againſt the oppreſſion of, | 
T3:hs; and being caſt into Prifon for 
the ſame, could not give Money to 
Lawycrs, Jaylors, &c. tor Liberty, | : 
waiting Gods time for Deliverance. | ] 

; Norcould they conſult with Lawyers | 
. to ſave their Goods from the Claym- | { 
ers of Ty:hs. For in ſo doing, faith R.B. | '$ 
page 209, 529. they loſe the Glory of [4 
their Sufjerizgs, by not abpearing 4s t he [a 
Junocent followers of Ghrift. | 


« 12. They durſt not uſe Vain, and 
Idle Words, Fooliſh Jcſting., nor 
Wagers, either for Money, or Goods. 

HE an Their 


RB. 
ry of 


ing | 
. -x8;: 861; Having a. Bridle for their 


* Their Words being few and Saviry, 


Miniſtering Grace to be Hearers, Mat. 


\ 


| . Tongue; for God ſees ,all our Actions, 


. #$0Vs! I5o, 3+ .-;. 


800 TS RY” 
4.13 They gave a good Example, 
43..to plainneſs in Apparel, account- 


| log ſuch Profeſſors ip Religion Proud 
; that wore Party-Coloured Stuff, pt 


luch 25 was Striped, or Shining, of 
Flowered; and : that wore Long- 


| Scarts, Silk-Gowns, Curled Periwigs, 
. | High Heads, Rich Hats, or other coſtly 


'$r4, 2 Tim. 9., 10. Knowing that 


] ſuch Examples ſtrengthened theProud 


Pirit.in others, which the Lord is 
about $0 bring down. For Truth, 


1s the 


faith J, C. made many Burn their Pic- 
tures, . Laces, and other needleſs Attire 
«nd Super flurties. 2 


£ 14, They bore pl T eſftimony alſo 
Jainſt ſuch Profeſſors of. the 1ruth, 


ag 


1n Vain Glory, to be ſeen of Men. 


their Faces ; as Lord, your-Worſbit, 


(C..*4 3. 


as Delighted- in Feaſting 'at-Mar- * 


riages, &s. , And that were for Rich 


Furniture in their Houſes, Cloathing 


the Walls in them with Stuff, Braſs, 


| Pewter, &c. while many:poor, honeft 


ZLODE- wanted convenient Cloathing | 
or their Backs. For, if God has 
Bot thee abundance, do not caft 

ow. to cnlarge. thy Barn, Shop, &c. 
bar Tepaire immettfately to theBellies 
of fuch'as are necdy, and oppreſſed 
with want [to {uch' people T 'mean, 
Qs are Honeſt arid in want, and have 
nox Hearcs toſeek Relief of the Pariſb) ' 
and make them. the Store- Houſes Of | 
thine Encreaſe. © Whatſoever is given 
in this kind, is not' Loft, but Let; the 
Lord - himſelf will Repay thee "an 
Hundred fold; {o as thou gives it not 


| IS. They durſt not give Flatter 
ing Titles unto Men or Women, to 


Str, 


1 
n 
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ls 
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1 ( 15 ) 
.. 3 Sir, Maſter, or Miſtreſs, except tOfſuch 
h | as was really their Maſters or Miſtreſ- 
" | ſes, nor much Bowing to them, 


& | antiently called Worſhip, knowing 
& | that it exalted the Proud Spirit in 
ng | them the more. 


wt | 16, Thoſe of them that -were 
Tradeſmen, having got ſufficient to 
ies | Maintain themſelves, ſtrived not for 
Ted - | much Riches, ( knowing it to be a 
an, } Mare) left their Trades, or the moſt 
ye | fart thereof, to the Younger, or their 
iſh) * Apprentices. Not at all ( faith I. C.) 
- of \fecting great my for _ ror 
ven |'0get «4 Name in the Earth, but to ſtand 
. the |4proved in Gods Sight, which they valu« 
"an 14 bejond the judgment of the Wiſe, and 
t not [ie Honourable in the Earth, or of any of 
þ Sons of Men,ts adſo fully known to j 3-4 
. » [ft nere Converted in the beginning. 
\tter- | alſo Chap. 13. SeQ. 7 and 8 in 
nz t0 [Croſs no Crown. 
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-17. They could, in much Love be- 
gin and finifhall concerns, relating to 
rheir SOCicty, As tO Mr 'TIAges, ; Relict | 
of the Po, AGMONil] Ing. Evil Pere.” | 
ſons, end D-Herences,- &s. to prevent 
Suits at Law. Ac the end of their 
Rehgious Mectipgs \ (4 Religious 
Meeting being a Church, Rom. 16. 3, 


ef..th the Church, : had. Liberty.. to. 
Judge, 1 C9/$6:.4. L eaving every Meet- l 
tia, to theow. _ Parer, See W. P's, 
Re oy nder to Town 1 I, alap... I 


.Butob-la rtor times Aba have fork I 
ed from. the. id. goad. Order in the 
Chuiches,. W wick. cauſed ancther'G 


Tm Chis Y jne-yard, to give 18 Is t 
[Leitimopy,! Canionglt others) partÞ'a 
thetedt 1 15 as follows, v2. { We 3 
+ lieve 1n his Name [Chrift Jeſus) and'D 
*heonly is our Lor d, Lawgliver, and '$ 


< the Shepherd of h1 ; Sheep; : and the H 


7 


Tl z 
{hear his Voice, and the. Voice of a 
Stranger, they will nor follgw.. _. 
© Theſe Sayings are profeſſed by us 
Per-|'all, bueT find bug a few inthe prace 
rent |{tiſe of them, EN Cn I 
ne 'I might mention the Deftrine and 
zous | Practiſe of the Apoſtles, and a Cloudof 
6. 3, | Witneſſes, both before and ſince, that 
med |'tiey neither did Command, nor 
y..10. Compel, Conformity, in matters of 
Meet | Conſcience, relating to Church-Diſ- 
" Þ, cpline, but I ſhall (upon this occaſi- 
| 00, and at this time) rather mention 
 _-]tbeTrath, which wereceived in the 
wery-| Begining. 
in the] *The breaking forth of it, was very 
ncther Glorious, after ſo long a Night of 
tourer|Darkzeſs. Oh! How acceptable was 
; in his] to my Soul, with many more? It 
) pariſan never be forgotten. 
Ne Be 'How contrary was Compalſion, and 
145 and Driving into C onformity to it? Even 
ver, anq 8 Light is contrary to Darkeſs. Oh: 
nd they How did Love and Uzity abound a- 
hea B 2  mongit 


, 


\ 
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©mongſt us, that received the 'Truth ſ 


© inthe Love of it? Every one ſitting 
© under his own Vine, and Drinking | 


*of the Fountain of Life, which the | 


*Lord hath opened in us; and walk- 


*ing in that Liberty, wherewith | 


© Chriſt had ſet us free. | 

<Not a Word of Conformity, or 
© Church-Diſcipline, for many Years, & 
© then we Loved one another, even as 
© Chriſt had Loved ws, freely for his 
* Name ſake ;| and went hand in hand 
*together, ſerving the Lord, and one., 
© another, and the leaſt breathing that 
* was after God in any. 

© How glad were we to ſe the| 
* Faces one of another? And how did 
© our Harmony ſound in all our Meet 
* tings, before Conformity was brought 
<1n amongſt us; and Coyed upas the 
* only Mark of Chriſtianity? Without 


——— 


Th. BI. Bl ESSE 


* tt neither Hard, nor Eye, unleſs wit 
*a Frown; nor Buying, nor Selling 
* where its Power reacheth. 7h 


\ 
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| ( 19 ) 
This Conformity hath been the 


@cauſe of Diviſions, and Perſecution in 
* Ages paſt: Firſt Exforce, then Perſe- 


| ©;ate; and much Innocent Blood hath 


* been ſhed by it. It had its being in 


 *the Apoſtacy; and is moſt cry*d upin 


*the thickeſt Darkneſs; begining at 
*the Pope to the meaneſt Profeſſion. 

* But I did once thing, it could ne- 
*ver have crept in amongſt us, at leaſt 
*{o ſoon, being ſomany taithful Teſts- 
* monies againſt it, both in Word and 


 *Writing; ſtill freſh in our Remem- 


*brance. But the Enemy ofthe Souls . 
*of Mankind, is buſie Now, as in Ages 


paſt, with his Subtile Devices, to be- 


*guile the Souls of the Szmple; tranſ- 
*forming himſelf into an Argel! of 


*Light; and putting upon him the 


*fineſt Dreſs, in the-pureſt Profeſſion 
"that the Sons of Men can make 
*mention of, to draw away the 
* Heart from the Lord, from 


"waiting upon him, for the pureſt #! 


Stream 


# 
. - 


F m0ny. 1 8, They 


(20) 


£ Stream of Like and Love, into the 


«Puddle of Conformity, finding it the 


© cafieſt way of entrance; having many. 


© ſpecious pretences, and fine cover« 
F4 o | , 


Oh! my Hearts grieved for it, & 


©I am often bowed dawn before my 
© God, becauſe of theſe things ;. and L 
cam not alone, but there is alittle 
<Remnant with me, whole Vames are 
Written in the Book of Life; and 
«whoſe Garments are Waſhed 1a the 
©Bloocl of the Laws; and. wears the 


Seamleſs Coat, that Is Woven from 


*the top to the bottom. | 

_ * And theſe things lay upon me to 
*clear .my Conſcience, I could not 
£ keep filent any longer, that I nught 
© be clear of. the Blood of all Men; 
© having not long to be on the ſtage of 


« this World, 1 might lay down my 


« Fad in Peace, as many of my 


-<Brethren'have done before me ; who 


* finiſhed their courſe with the ſame Teſth 


$ 


1 


by 


* 
* 

ooh) ; 
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And ifat.any t:me they declared that 


ng there was hopes, while the 
| faw themlalves to be Sinners. 


| Teacheth us, by his. Example ' ( of | | 


| prove of the. Evi 


CI. 
18. They did caſt noneout of their 
. Religious Society,” but ſuch as+the 
*World faw them to be great Sinners, 
ſuch Perſons had, cut themſelves off 
Irom their Society, by often, and wil- 
ful Sinning againſt - God, yet, not- 
withitanding, did not_make it their 
buſineſs to render them Odious to all 
People;. but in Chriftiaz Love labour 
towinthem to the Trathagain, knows» 
partig 


Remembering . what. our Lord 


themheapprovedofiand Encouraged 

and reproyed only the Evil. He di 

'not over=look the- Good in them, be- * 
cauſe of the Evil, neither did he ap-  , 


|, becauſe of the 5 
i. I have ſomewhat 


Good: Bur, faith 


gainſt thee, Repent, &C, LM 


ne 
_— 
af F VP. 
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"Cn 23- 7-3. 6. 

- Let us learn to be like-Mir 1 ro 
leaſt any, by falſe and confuſed Judge 
ifignt, heap Judgment and Condenj 
nation upon their own 'Heads,.- Taks 
ing the advice of the faid F.C. \ 
faith, 1 Exhort all to come to the Li 
and Svirit of. Chriſt within them, to (if wm 
unty them their miſegrriages, ani mherR6% 
they hold the T, ruth, 'as it wa in the bee 
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.Laftly, Let none that ave Guilty think | 
"#0: Wipe. their Moths, "and ſay, The ſe 
| Uithgs concern, not me. al, 207m 
i; ttpeſs in thee thou art brought, " fron « 
-whece there is 10 Appeal ; ; for if Prhar © 0th 
ras thee, God is f greater. XE Tra Hh by 
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